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Office from conscientious motives, and throwing
himself upon the generosity of his two brothers.
They willingly undertook to provide financial re-
sources so as to leave him free for the public duties
to which the rest of his life was devoted.
Sharp became acquainted with Clarkson, James
Ramsay and others, who were determined to attack
the strongly entrenched interests of the Slave Trade,
undismayed by the enormous difficulties which con-
fronted them. He was appointed Chairman of the
Abolition Committee which was formed iniySy, chiefly
of Quakers. We know from Clarkson's History that
with characteristic modesty Sharp always declined,
though he performed the chairman's duties, to
" occupy the chair." The part of the work which
he undertook was the ethical and literary side ; he
wrote pamphlets and tracts on Slavery and kindred
subjects, some of an eccentric turn of thought, such
as " The Law of Retribution," in which he argued
that the national misfortunes which befell the Jews
were a mark of divine vengeance upon them for
their toleration of slavery. Sharp was a strong
churchman, and in 1772 he approached the English
archbishops and bishops, and obtained an encourag-
ing amount of sympathy from them.
The needs of the freed slaves, who found them-
selves without occupation or means of livelihood,
induced Sharp to initiate a scheme for repatriating
them to West Africa, and the Sierra Leone settle-
ment was the result. The task of founding a free